
High Teas on the High Seas 
The Blue Riband Afternoon Tea

The Hales Trophy, officially the North Atlantic Blue Riband Challenge Trophy is an award for the fastest Atlantic 
crossing by a commercial passenger vessel.

The award was created in 1935 when Harold K. Hales, a British politician and owner of Hales Brothers shipping 
company, donated the trophy to be a permanent, tangible expression of the Blue Riband, the unofficial accolade 
then given for this feat. Hales also wished to formalise the rules regarding the contest, which up to then had no 
official form, though they were, by tradition, widely recognised. The rules for the Hales Trophy were different from 
the traditional rules for the Blue Riband, and changed several times. For example, the Hales Trophy was 
originally only awarded for westbound records.

The trophy was awarded to just three Blue Riband holders during the express liner era; to the Italian liner Rex in 
1935, the French Normandie in 1936, and the American United States in 1952. Cunard's Queen Mary, Blue 
Riband holder in 1936 and again from 1938 until 1952, did not receive the award for various reasons.

Following the retirement of United States in 1969 the award languished, until revived in 1990 for the Incat built 
passenger/car ferry Hoverspeed Great Britain when she established a new speed record for a commercial vessel 
on her eastbound delivery voyage without passengers that year. The trophy has been won twice since then, each 
time by an Incat built vessel.

In 1935, Harold K. Hales (1868–1942), a member of the UK Parliament and owner of a shipping company, 
commissioned a Sheffield goldsmith to produce a large trophy to be presented to the fastest ship crossing the 
Atlantic.[5] The four-foot-tall, nearly 100-pound Hales Trophy is made of solid silver and heavy gilt fashioned with 
a globe resting on two winged figures of Victory standing on a base of carved green onyx, with an enamelled 
blue ribbon encircling the middle, and decorated with models of galleons, modern ocean liners and statues of 
Neptune and Amphitrite, God and Goddess of the sea. The trophy is surmounted by a figure depicting speed 
pushing a three-stacked liner against a figure symbolising the forces of the Atlantic, which is represented in blue 
enamel with the traditional ocean liner route indicated by a red enamelled line.

Choice of Sandwiches 
Chosen from our À La Carte Menu  

Freshly baked Fruit, Plain or Cherry Scone 
Strawberry Preserve or Lemon Curd  

Devon Clotted Cream & Seasonal Fruit Garnish 
Choice of Cake  

Chosen from our Daily Selection 
Refillable Teapot or Choice of Coffee 

(All Presented on our Beautifully Arranged Afternoon Tea Stand) 
Ask About Wine or Champagne to Accompany Your Afternoon Tea. 


